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Nailcote Hall

Hotel, Golf & Country Club
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17th Century charm & character in the heart of the couniry

Nailcote Hall hotel is the ideal wedding venue nesfled between the village of Berkswell and
the tfown of Solihull set in the Warwickshire countryside. Boasting views over the award-winning
Par 3 golf course and 14 acres of land. Nailcote Hall offers a beautiful glass marquee, perfect
for your self-catering wedding celebrations of up to 320 guests.

The hall houses three unique wedding venues, catering for all day wedding celebrations of
petween 30 and 320. With all inclusive packages starting from £2200, Nailcote Hall is a
fantastic escape from the city, and with close links fo the M40, M5, M6, and Birmingham
INnfernational train station makes a great choice for you and your guests. To view the idyllic
venues please confact our wedding feam on weddings@nailcotenhall.co.uk




Nailcote Hall

Hotel, Golf & Country Club
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Naillcote Lane, Berkswell, Warwickshire CV/ /DE
weddings@nailcotehall.co.uk 02476 466 174 www.nailcotehall.co.uk
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REGULARS
6 EDITOR'S LETTER

Danielle Harvey shares her latest loves this issue

9 NEARLYWED NEWS

Catch up on news from around the regions

13 FREEBIES & OFFERS

Great giveaways and discounts up for grabs

88 HOT TOPIC

Local experts offer stellar advice

90 COMPETITION
Win a honeymoon in Oman worth £3,000

0N

VENUES
17 WED IN...
Coventry, Nuneaton and Rugby

23 GLORIOUS GARDENS

Picture-perfect wedding venues

On e cover,

One of our all-time favourite covers, this

shot was captured by Nellie Photography,
nelliephotography.co.uk, check out the rest of
the shoot over on page 49.

FEATURES
45 MONOCHROME ROMANCE

A black and white colour palette set the tone
of this styled shoot

49 STYLED TO PERFECTION

Balloons, Frenchies and tlowers — oh my!
Check out this styled shoot

55 AUTUMNAL LOVELINESS

Seasonal hues were the colour scheme of
the day for this collaboration

58 GOING GREEN

Suppliers get together tor this
eco-friendly shoot

62 BEHIND THE LENS
Get to know your local photographers

81 PART LIKE IT’S...
Entertainment options for the big day




66 FASHION FOCUS

~ashion editor Claire Ridley reveals her
atest bridal fashion news, buys and

aunches

67 FUN AND FRIVOLOUS

These tlirty styles are setting the trends
for 2020

72 CHIC AND STRAPLESS

These elegant styles can be worn as they
are, or teamed with pretty shrugs or
statement chokers for maximum impact

75 HEADLINERS

Hair clips, bands and accessories were
spotted at the recent bridal catwalk shows so
get the look with our Insta-worthy selection

/6 BEAUTY BUZZ

Beauty editor Kelly Andrews reveals all the

latest must-haves for the bride-to-be

78 FASHION & BEAUTY Q&A

Our local pros solve your problems
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30 A RUSTIC ROMANCE

Rhian and Craig’s autumnal-themed do
was styled to pertection

35 IN AWE OF HIS LOVE
Chika and Davina had a wedding

surrounded in love

40 IT MUST BE LOVE,LOVE,LOVE

Jackie and Paul’s wedding was a picture-

perfect day

921 GROOMS’ NEWS

The lowdown on all things groom from

Melissa Barker

92 STEP INTO SPRING

We've rounded up our tavourite products to

help you create the ultimate seasonal look

94 HONEYMOON N

Travel editor Hannah Fau

EWS

der reveals the

latest travel news, destina

jon hotspots ana

top buys tor your post-wedding getaway

96 MOROCCAN MAGIC

Hannah Faulder discovers that whatever

you want from your honeymoon, you can

tind it at Mazagan Beach
in Morocco

and Golf Resort




G. L. BICKNELL & SONS

IN THE HEART OF BIRMINGHAM’S JEWELLERY QUARTER

SPREADING ROMANCE SINCE 1979

12-14 Vyse Street, Jewellery Quarter, Birmingham, B18 6LE b | Cknel lS.Com
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irstly, | hope all of our readers have
been keeping well during this surreal,
unprecedented time.
t would be hard for me to not mention
the dreaded c-word, however, | admire how
everyone, no matter how badly they have

been effected, has come together to help
and support one another.
The tide wil

cancelled weddings, re-book honeymoons and get back to

start turning, and we can all begin to re-plan

our wondertul world of weddings — supporting local couples

and businesses finding their feet again!

This issue, will hopetully give you some light relief, and oftter

up some inspiration for your weddings at the end of this year Pealtt

and beyond. on pagé

Our styled shoots this issue offer ideas aplenty, from rustic Latvad

details to bold black and white colour schemes — be sure to

check those out!
With summer soon on our doorstep, these venues over on
page 21 have some glorious gardens and picture-pertect
outdoor settings.
Talking about picture-pertect, we get to know local

2 O
D)

ohotographers from the area, from what inspired them to
become professionals to their top wedding tips — it’s a great
read over on page 62.

Look after yourselves, and enjoy this issue

(Paniclle

Danielle Harvey,

managing editor | always adore
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EDITOR’S LETTER
Balloons are back! On

page 55.

Tear-jerkers here! Tissues at the

ready for page 62.
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Oakridge Golf Club Spring Wedding Fayre Nettle Hill Autumn Wedding Fayre

26th April 27th September
Nuneaton Ansty
1am - 3pm ram - 3pm

Oakridge Golf ClubAutumn Wedding Fayre
25th October
Nuneaton
ram - 3pm

Wishaw Country Sports Club Intimate Wedding Fayre  George Fentham Hall Autumn Wedding Fayre

3th November 15th November
Sutton Coldfield Hampton in Arden
12pm - 3pm 1am - 3pm

INTIMATE & UNIQUE INDEPENDENT WEDDING FAYRES HOSTED IN & AROUND
WARWICKSHIRE, WEST MiBD LANDS & STAFFORDSHIRE BRINGING TOGETHER A
HOST OF REPUTABLE & INSPIRING EVENT SUPPETERS.

WWW.INNERBEAUTYWEDDINGS.COM |
EVENTSINNERBEAUTY@GMAIL.COM
06-931304212 | FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

Inner Beauty by Zoé

MULTI INTERNATIONAL & NATIONAL
AWARD WINNING BRIDAL HAIR & MAKE UP STYLIST

www.innerbeautyweddings.com | 07931304212 | innerbeautyweddings@gmail.com | UK & European Coverage
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Hotel’s Malvern View Spa, lunch,
Bank House Hotel Spa & Golt has lus-the wddiion of svermiuht

SSURINU: N S o B R accommodation and evening meal A I_EAP OF FAITH

exclusive bespoke Creative Days

and Retreats in Worcestershire. it guests wish to turn the day into a Getting married on February 29" was certainly a leap in
With the popularity of arts, cratts Creative Retreat, | | the right direction ﬁ:_}r a Shropshire couple — despite fears

arid cranfive elivilies Erowin Workshops are available in a that the *T-mrsif flooding SE.E.I? fox.' many years around the

in Britain, this new package variety of areas including millinery, venueﬁ might impact ?11 their lfug day. |

welcomes small groups to get active sewing, machine embroidery, Jodie Evans and Rlc.harq SlIl’lHlDI?dS marr?ed at The

and be relaxed in a fun, social furniture painting, dress and Best Western Valley Hotel in Ironbridge on Saturday 29™

W — iewellery making and many more. and despite the dreadful weather everything turned out
A typical Creative Day will include To tind out more and book a fine —.with the couple praising staft for being a ray of

a half-day workshop from one of Creative Day or Retreat at the sunshine throughout! | - -

The FoldfEreciveltricls el Bank House Hotel and The Fold, ‘They had been planning their wedding for about two

ot e Eold ar in one of the Bank call 61884 832 551 or visit years and chose The Valley as their 1ideal location — but one
thing they couldn’t plan for was the persistent heavy rain

which left the River Severn 1n tull flood.

Jodie said: “T'he weather has been awful in recent weeks

House Hotel’s event spaces — a bankhouseworcester.com/creative

and we were concerned about access and people getting to

T'he Valley, but the hotel came up with contingency plans,

/ / ' ’ ’ alternative routes and maps for everyone 1f the roads had

still been closed. Fortunately, it was a great day and one we
W E Ironbridge and the surrounding areas.

Al ‘ J[he |(]1'eSJ[ from arou nd The region “lisa and her team at The Valley have shown the true

meaning of hospitality, helping those in flooded homes

W i].l a.]_\-ﬂf ay S rem ernb er. 39

Rob Paterson, chief executive officer of Best Western

said: “We are incredibly proud of the way T'he Best
Western Valley Hotel has been such a pillar of their

communityv durine this awful time of flooding 1in
- g

get refuge, as well as delivering Jodie and Richard’s dream

..j':.f ‘; ' . . . . b
X SRR wedding day, despite not ideal weather circumstances.”
1y
1.

Check out bestwestern.co.uk

y

EXCITING NEWS

The date and location for the eagerly awaited West Midlands Wedding Car
Show has now been contirmed as Sunday 7" June 2020, 12pm — 3pm at the

Sutton Coldtield Rugby Club.

This show is a must for every couple planning a wedding as it brings

together a wide selection of the best and most diverse wedding cars

suppliers, to one convenient location. This year’s show is bigger and better
than ever, ottering couples the largest selection ot wedding cars available
anywhere in the West Midlands. So it you are after modern, classic, vintage
or quirky wedding cars there is something for you, there’s even a vintage bus.

The West Midlands Wedding Car Show is the brainchild ot Julie Berestord

owner of award-winning Nothing but Wedding Cars. “Since starting our

wedding car business several years ago we have gained a reputation for
challenging the norm and are always looking for new ways to improve the
experience for couples making it easier and more enjoyable for them to
find their dream wedding transport. The annual West Midlands Wedding
Car Show is a great example of this and is now a must on every engaged

couples calendar.”
Check out nothingbutweddingcars.co.uk

9»



SUITE SPOTS

The 4* Grade Il listed Mercure Burton Upon Trent Newton Park Hotel has

unveiled a number ot renovated guest rooms. 21 ot the hotel’s 50

bedrooms, all located in the original house, have now been totally
refurbished. This includes Privilege and Classic Doubles, most with
stunning garden views, as well as the Superior Bridal Suite which has
been completely redesigned and upgraded.

Commenting on the refurbishment, general manager of the Mercure
Burton Upon Trent Newton Park Hotel Wilma Gallagher said: “I’
thrilled to unveil our new guest bedrooms, designed to create a modern
luxurious teel with the charm and cosiness ot our traditional country
manor setting. In particular, the bridal suite which has been totally
revamped and |I'm proud to present to prospective couples. Wedding
bookings are a key business tor us as one of the most desirable wedding

venues in Staffordshire, so it’s vital we can offer couples a special and

top quality experience tfrom start to finish.” Visit mercureburton.co.uk
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Awa/m’ win

Midlands-based make-up artist Emily Grosvenor has been crowned the
UK’s best in bridal beauty at the 2020 UK Wedding Awards.
Emily said: ‘I was thrilled just to be shortlisted for the award, so I was

overwhelmed when my name was called out as the winner. It’s an honour
to be part of so many beautiful brides’ wedding day and it means so
much that they would take the time to vote for me as the winner ot the
Best Bridal Beauty category. I love my job and I'm dedicated to creating
a truly personalised look which leaves each bride bouncing down the
aisle as they begin their married life with their partner. '1'his award
motivates me to continue creating lasting memories for each bride I work

with.” Visit emilygrosvenor.co.uk
10

TU\/\E TO INDULGE

-or those looking to truly indulge before or after the big day,

_aura Ashley Hotel The llitte, Coventry is oftering an Ultimate
ndulgence Package priced from £259 for two people.

The package includes an overnight stay for two people in @
deluxe room, with a bottle ot champagne, box ot chocolates
and bouquet of flowers in your room upon arrival. In the

evening, guests will be treated to a three-course dinner with
a glass of wine each in the Willows Restaurant, followed
by a prosecco breakfast and a

late checkout the following
morning. Laura Ashley Hotel The llitte is a luxurious boutique
nhotel located just three miles from Coventry city centre. The

notel teatures elegant interiors showcasing the Laura Ashley
Home range and its exquisite, high-quality inherently British
tabrics and furnishings throughout.

Call 02476 303 398 or visit lauraashleyhotels.com

A LITTLE BIT OF LUXURY

Billesley Manor Hotel, near Stratford-Upon-Avon, has recently

completed an extensive refurbishment, designed to re-establish
the Elizabethan manor as a luxury hotel and wedding venue.

After returning to private ownership in 2017, last year saw
investment lovingly spent on the venue’s elegant event space,
which overlooks the historic 120-year-old topiary gardens and 1s
the pertect place to say, ‘I do’. Alongside this work, the spa and
health club received a complete renovation, elevating the facilities
and offering a relaxing, tranquil environment for guests.

2020 has seen further exciting changes made to the reception,
the Great Hall and 1its gallery, the restaurants, corridor and lounge
areas, the Cedar Barn and the Manor House bedrooms — as well
as a soft refurbishment of the Topiary Wing,

The hotel has recently expanded its offering of ceremony
spaces to facilitate outdoor weddings. From 2019, Billesley Manor
began offering ceremonies in their Topiary Garden; one of the
finest Topiary Gardens in England decorated with more than 100
years of history and inspired by Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland.
Here, guests can now tie the knot outside 1n front of up to 80 of
their nearest and dearest.

Check out billesleymanor.com
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Find us on social media
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6 Barrack Close,
Sutton Coldfield, B75 7HB
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MULTI-AWARD WINNING COMPANY

Nothing But Wedding Cars are a multi-award winning
wedding car company based in Sutton Coldfield covering the
West Midlands. We have a fleet of 7 outstanding wedding
cars including: 4 iconic VWs, 2 modern luxury cars and new
for 2020 a vintage style Regent Landaulet (6 seater). We also
offer a unique package of extra’s at no additional cost.

NEW FOR 2020

VINTAGE STYLE
REGENT LANDAULET

Call us: 07950 233240 or 07909 520821
Email us: info@nothingbutweddingcars.co.uk

www.nothingbutweddingcars.co.uk

Sutton Coldfield Rugby Club
160 Walmley Road, Sutton Coldfield B76 2QA

Bringing together a wide selection of the best and most
diverse wedding car suppliers in one convenient location.

Hosted by:

%% Nothing But

WQdding Cars Contact Nothing But Wedding Cars to get your free
tickets on info@nothingbutweddingcars.co.uk

nothingbutweddingcars.co.uk

STANBROOK ABBEY

HOTEL
WORCESTER

Nestled in the Worcestershire
countryside within 26 acres of private
grounds, Stanbrook Abbey is the
ultimate wedding venue with every
detail considered. Meander along
beautitul cloistered corridors to the
abbey’s former chapel, the Callow

Great Hall, or choose the elegant St
Anne’s Hall, the stunning Garden
Pavilion or outside to hold your
special day. Impressive bedrooms,
dining options and a separate
Manor House provide all the right
ingredients tor a truly memorable

occasion you'll never forget.

For Wedding Showcase dates
throughout the year along with
packages and exclusive use
options, please visit our website.

01905 832940
handpickedhotels.co.uk




NEW HALL

HOTEL & SPA
SUTTON COLDFIELD, BIRMINGHAM

Step onto the tootbridge over the
stunning lily-hlled moat, and you and
your guests will be transtormed back
to a bygone era where monarchs and

gentry once entertained.

This historic country house is a
truly unique venue, with a mix ot
heritage suites and a contemporary
Garden Pavilion set in the privacy of
manicured gardens.

For wedding showcase dates
throughout the year along with
packages and exclusive use
options, please visit our website.

0121 3782442
handpickedhotels.co.uk

HOTELS

EITTINGTON PARK

HOTEL
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON, WARWICKSHIRE

Towering turrets, magnificent
stonework and the most picturesque
ot gardens make Ettington Park one of
the most enchanting wedding venues

in Warwickshire.

[ts mix of unique function spaces
with intricate period details and
feature windows, alongside its
unrivalled outdoor space for wedding
ceremonies and drinks receptions
creates the ultimate romantic

backdrop to your special day.

For wedding showcase dates
throughout the year along with
packages and exclusive use
options, please visit our website.

01789 450123
handpickedhotels.co.uk

HCOTELS
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Take advantage ot these gorgeous giveaways and

tab ofters

De Vere Hotels is a group ot
exquisite properties throughout the
UK oftering an unforgettable
experience for even the most
discerning ot traveller.

From the finest London venues
like the lavish De Vere Grand
Connaught Rooms, to historic
1 8™M-century mansion houses such
as De Vere Beaumont Estate, just
south ot Windsor, there’s ample
choices no matter your preference;

be it a pre-wedding break with your

loved one, or a group get-together

to celebrate your nuptials, there’s a

host of properties with facilities

such as spas, and golf courses, to
enjoy a relaxing stay.

County Wedding Magazines has
teamed up with De Vere Hotels to
ofter our chosen winner an
overnight stay with breakfast at any
De Vere hotel in the UK. What's

more, for those unlucky in winning

this love prize, our CWM readers
can save 10% when you book
direct with De Vere by joining its
loyalty scheme, Applause, devere.

co.uk/applause/
For your chance to win, enter

via our websites. Terms and

conditions apply.
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LAURA ASHLEY

FONERS

THE ILIFFE - COVENTRY
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Licensed for outdoor ceremonies - Stunning designer interiors - Landscaped gardens
Historical features - Beautiful bridal suite - Perfect photo opportunities

Laura Ashley Hotel The lliffe
London Road, Coventry, West Midlands CV3 4EQ
02476 303398 | meetings.theiliffe@lauraashleyhotels.com

Top image by ©Meg Quick Photography
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Coventry, Nuneaton and

02476 303 398 | lauraashleyhotels.com/the-ilitte

Laura Ashley Hotel The lliffe, Coventry is a stunning example
ot Victorian architecture surrounded by three acres of attractive
landscaped gardens. The land, which the property is located on,
boasts a colourtul history dating back to 1257 and was once owned
by King Henry VIII.
The hotel was originally constructed as a mansion house in
1897, built in a bold Victorian style but embellished with a mock
Tudor tacade with Gothic Revival intluences. A common practice in

mquickphotography.portfoliobox.net/aboutmeg

those days was placing an iron or terracotta ‘dragon’ on the roof,
supposedly to protect the children of the house and bring general

good fortune, today The lliffe’s dragon still proudly sits on the in and offers the beautiful backdrop of The lliffe’s three acres
front gable. ot landscaped gardens, it’s available tor ceremonies and
The llitte’s elegant interiors showcase the Laura Ashley Home wedding breaktasts.
range and its exquisite, high-quality inherently British fabrics The Willows Restaurant (?0 ceremonies and wedding breakfasts)
and furnishings throughout. Every part of the hotel has been offers scenic views of the hotel’s landscaped gardens through the
redesigned drawing inspiration from the hotel’s Victorian heritage, original mullioned windows of the Victorian house. The restaurant’s
with caretully selected rich colours which complement each other design is inspired by the hotel’s Victorian heritage and teatures an
and luxurious turnishings to create an elegant space to entice ornate tireplace which adds to the restaurant’s timeless charm.
comfort and relaxation. Cedars offers a large open space pertect for evening receptions
For ceremonies ot 90, The llitte offers a beautitully landscaped ot all sizes (up to 130). lis large size and capacity allow for a variety
garden which can be set up tor a stunning outdoor ceremony with of table layouts with space for a dancefloor, and the wedding party
the aisle dressed in lavender flowers and a stand set up under the also have access to a private, newly fitted bar.
bandstand tor an intimate ceremony. When tying the knot here couples benetit from a complimentary
The Oak Room (for up to 90 guests) is an elegant Laura Ashley menu tasting prior to the wedding and an anniversary stay one year
designed room featuring a large window allowing the light to flood after the wedding date (subject to availability).

b

mquickphotography.portiohebox:net/aboutmeg
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NAILCOTE HALL HOTEL is more of an intimate venue holding up to 50 guests. The Bistro is
02476 466 174 | nailcotehall.co.uk the most popular space holding up to 140 guests tor ceremonies.
Post-vows, receptions take place in the Bistro & Lant Suite — a

Nailcote Hall is set amongst 13 acres ot Warwickshire countryside, sunken space, with a large glass ceiling and two-storey stone
this includes a par three championship golt course, green tields, staircase this venue can hold up to 140 tor a ceremony and 150 tor
picturesque lakes, waterfalls and charming areas, all perfect for a reception. The glass marquee, overlooking the lake, lower lawn
your photos. A standout teature is the garden “tolly’, recently built and golt course can hold up to 320 ot your guests. The smallest
for wedding photos. venue, The Pavilion with its full-length balcony overlooks the

The 17™-century black and white tacade greets you as you enter stunning grounds and golt course. This venue is pertect tor smaller
the driveway — the house still holds its charm and character as does ~ weddings ot up to 50 guests.
the interior of the original house and bedrooms. Couples looking to tie the knot here will benefit from a free

The hall boasts three wedding areas all very ditterent in size and wedding menu tasting, tree anniversary dinner and overnight stay,

character. The glass marquee, overlooking the golf course and lake  free three months leisure membership, no joining fee to the leisure
can hold up to 280 guests tor your civil ceremony. The Pavilion suite  club and complimentary stay on the night of the wedding.

|

o ——

THE RUGBY HOTEL

01788 573 244 | therugbyhotel.co.uk gardens adjacent to the Registry Oftice are just a minute’s walk
from the hotel and provide an excellent photo opportunity for your
The Rugby Hotel, ideally situated in the centre of the town, is @ wedding ceremony.
fine example of early Georgian architecture. The Grade |l Listed Back at the hotel, receptions take place in The Warwick Suite,
building dates back to 1728 when it acquired the status of an inn;  which is richly decorated with mirrored walls and glittering
although prior to this date and possibly as early as the 1650s it chandeliers, it’'s suitable tor a wedding breaktast ot up to 70
was a coaching inn. guests. There is a dancefloor separating the Warwick Suite from
The interior décor is in the early Georgian style with panelled the Restaurant, which is ideal as a reception room for parties
walls and beamed ceilings while the Warwick Suite, at the heart ot ot 120 in the Warwick Suite or as the venue tor smaller, more
the hotel, has glittering chandeliers and mirrored walls. infimate receptions of up to 30 guests.
The Bloxam Room at Rugby Registry Ottice, just a minute’s walk Couples benetit from tree room hire for all weddings with the
from The Rugby Hotel, is decorated and turnished in shades ot option to hire in their own caterers and special accommodation
iade and cream and seats 60 guests. The beautitully maintained rates for wedding guests.
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WESTON LANE, BULKINGTON, NEAR COVENTRY CVI129RU | 02476312989 | WWW.WEDDINGSATWESTON.CO.UK
—

-

CREATING A | FIVE LUXURIOUS

\  FUNCTION ROOMS
AVAILABLE

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE
www.weddingsatweston.co.uk

Our wedding venue offers a unique choice of packages, wedding reception rooms and civil ceremony rooms to create the
perfect wedding day for you. Whether you are planning an intimate family gathering or larger wedding celebration, we are
sure that our romantic wedding venue and historic Grade Il listed manor house will provide a beautiful retreat.



Stratford upon Avon's
Mmost nistoric hotel

Centrally located - 2 minutes’ walk from Shakespeare’s
birthplace and up to a 10 minute walk to the RSC

RESTAURANT FHSTORIC ROTEL WEDDINGS

www.white-swan-stratford.co.uk

Rother Street, Stratford-upon-Avon, CV3/7 oNH 21789 )22 | whiteswanhotel@fullers.co.uk




BIRTSMORTON GOURT

THE MEDIEVAL MOATED WEDDING VENUE

Since 1241

BIRTSMORTON, NEAR MALVERN, WORCESTERSHIRE
WWW.BIRTSMORTONCOURT.COM « 01684 833 888
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THE SCHOOL HOUSE

DINING | WEDDINGS | EVENTS

NESTLING IN THE HEART OF RURAL STAFFORDSHIRE,ASTONE’S THROW FROM THE CITY OF LICHFIELD,

the School House is your perfect Wedding venue.

With crisp contemporary interiors, stunning 11 acres of gardens overlooking black brook and opposite Weeford church, this
romantic venue makes the perfect fairy-tale backdrop to your wedding. We are licenced for weddings inside or out and can
accommodate up to 160 guests. We do things differently by offering every wedding a choice of food on the day so no pre
ordering months In advance.

We offer as much or as little support as you need in the lead up to and on your special day.
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01543 480009 info@schoolhouse.co.uk schoolhouse.co.uk
THE SCHOOL HOUSE,CHURCH HILL,WEEFORD,NR LICHFIELD,STAFFS WS14 OPW
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01273 791 625 | alrewashayes.com The Courtyard, The Orangery is the ideal setting tor wedding

ceremonies as it’s bathed in natural light and teatures period

Hidden away in the heart of rural Stattordshire, Alrewas Hayes is touches throughout. For larger ceremonies, The Lakeside can
a historical 100-acre country estate that dates back to 1066. The accommodate from 60 guests up to 220 tor the day and evening.
estate is believed to be the extensive Staffordshire woodland noted Set overlooking the estate’s private lake, woodlands and wheat
in the Doomsday Book. In the hands of its current owners, the house  tields, The Lakeside is a blank canvas tor the creative.
and surrounding estate has gently evolved to become a country Alternate post-vow options include The Great Barn, the largest
retreat that tuses historical charm with a contemporary aesthetic. space within Alrewas Hayes, accommodating receptions from

At the heart ot Alrewas Hayes lies The Courtyard, a peacetul oasis 220 to 650 guests. Reminiscent ot a cool airport hangar trom the
offering calm and seclusion among the delicate scent of English outside yet sleek and contemporary on the inside, it’s a place where
roses, French lavender and silver birch trees — the ideal space tor the unimaginable is possible.
welcome drinks and evening nibbles. The space can also be used As well as Williams Bar & Lobby; as day transcends into night,
for non-legal marital blessing ceremonies. Trailing off The Courtyard  the Williams Bar is the room that gets the party started, featuring
are the private, picturesque landscaped gardens and 100-acres ot leopard print wallpaper, atmospheric lighting and tloor-to-ceiling
woodland and grounds — free for you to wander and while away shelves stocked full of specially selected spirits, wines and beers.
time among the wild. When tying the knot here, couples will be invited to a

An elegant interior that cleverly combines the venue and setting’s complimentary tasting experience where they will sample a tasting
historical charm with a contemporary aesthetic to create a modern- menu and enjoy an evening with other couples in The Lakeside with
day country retreat. entertainment. When all of the rooms at Alrewas Hayes are booked

Located within the wing of the house and featuring a distinctive for a wedding, it offer couples The Theodore Suite free of charge to
curved ceiling, arched windows and doors opening out on to enjoy on their first night as newlyweds.
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01789 279 955 | billesleymanor.com

From its location in idyllic Warwickshire, Billesley Manor is
surrounded by roaming country estates, picturesque market towns,
peaceful countryside vistas, and historic places of interest, not to

mention being within easy reach of the Cotswolds themselves.

Dating back to Elizabethan times, the historic hotel is set in 11
acres of beautiful grounds, including 100-year-old Topiary Gardens
and an 11"-century church where Shakespeare is believed to have
married his wite, Anne Hathaway.

lesley Manor boasts traditional

Dating back to the 16" century, Bi

English interiors with oak panelling, tapestries, open fires and
delicately painted ceiling mouldings lend the property an elegant yet

nomely teel, with common areas recently having been returbished to

turther establish the hotel as a luxury venue.
22

01684 833 888 | birtsmortoncourt.com

Birtsmorton Court is based in the heart of the West Midland with the
adjacent borders of Gloucestershire, Herefordshire and Worcestershire
all found within the estate — breathtaking views over the Malvern Hills!
Dating back to 1241, Birtsmorton Court is a Grade | listed exclusive-
use wedding venue within 350 acres of private estate. Within the
grounds, you'll find three difterent romantic civil ceremony locations as
well as a quaint and beautitully maintained parish church.
Ceremonies take place on-site in the beautitul 14"-century church
with up to 115 guests; the White Garden, filled with fragrant w
flowers is ideal for outdoor ceremonies beneath its decorative pergola
he Great Hall, situated within the

moated manor is an indoor option tor up to 80 guests — it’s tull of

Nnite

tfor up to 200 guests; alternatively, t

character and history!

Birtsmorton Barn offers couples a rustic ceremony option tor up to
200 guests, it boasts exposed brick walls and authentic feature wooden
beams, tied together by a ceiling of twinkling tairylights.

Post-vows, sip a prosecco whilst enjoying the terrace, a south-tacing
veranda overlooking the moat. Filled with a fantastic atmosphere and

incredible views ot the whole estate, guests can then continue the
celebration over in the White Garden amongst the roses in bloom for
260 to 300 guests.

When tying the knot here couples have the choice to stay in either
of two stunning on-site Bridal Suites on the night of their wedding.

Beneath the stars in the new luxury shepherd’s hut, Malvern Chase;

with a sumptuous king-sized bed, living facilities and a private deck

accompanied by a wood-fired hot tub, this really is a slice of heaven.

Alternatively, the Georgian Wing occupies an entire tloor ot the
moated manor, with stunning views across to the Malvern Hills from
every vantage point. The four-poster bed and soft down lighting ofters
elegance and style tor couples.

There are four event spaces for ceremonies and receptions
including the ornate Topiary Garden — with more than 100 years of
history — the Topiary Suite, the Stuart Restaurant and the Library. Two
of the rooms date from the 16™ century, giving your day a unique
atmosphere and sense ot occasion.

The Topiary Suite hosts 125 ceremony guests and 110 post-vows,
the Library 20 and 18, Stuart Restaurant 60 and 45 and the Topiary
Garden 120. The latter takes inspiration from the giant chess pieces
tfeaturec ouilt from yew trees,
es ample space to bask in the serenity of post-vow bliss.

Billesley Manor’s dedicated wedding specialists are there to

in Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland;

It provic

help you plan every step of the way, trom tlowers and catering to

décor and entertainment, as well as to provide practical advice
and support on the day itself. A menu tasting is offered on a
complimentary basis tor the couple.



{Xéf Moor Hall Hotel is the perfect venue for your civil ceremony, 1

outdoor wedding and wedding reception for up to 180 guests.

Our beautiful country house hotel is full of character

- 7 » 7
oo [ , _
A free £400 Bar Grend
: Who said “You Can’t Hurry Love!"? Book your civil ceremony and
: wedding reception at Moor Hall in 2020 for just £5,000 and receive

£400 bar spend! Civil ceremonies can be performed in our elegant
licensed Charter Suite or outside in the Sunken Garden.

Includes glass of Buck's Fizz on amval, 4 course wedding breakfast
with wine and sparkling wine for toast, evening finger buffet, room hire,
bridal suite on the night of the wedding and much more.

Based on 50 day guests and an additional 30 evening guests.

Call our Weddings Team on 0121 308 3751 to arrange a show round
at a time to suit you and to secure your preferred date!

Sunday |9th April 2020, 12pm to 3pm
Our Charter Suite will be fully dressed for a wedding breakfast

view the feature bedrooms, pick up a free copy of our latest wedding
brochure, take advantage of our exclusive 2020 wedding offers
and chat to our experienced wedding co-ordinators. C

VI, MOOR HALL Hotel & Spa

Moor Hall Drive, Four Oaks, Sutton Coldfield B75 6LN
T:0121 308 3751 E: weddings@moorhallhotel.co.uk

VWV: www.moorhallhotel.co.uk

Ask about our Z()ﬂdﬁ’u“@” G%ﬁmd@’ ZQOW

PATSHULL PARK

HOTEL, GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

Renowned as one of the most professional and scenic wedding
venues in Shropshire located in 200 acres of Shropshire
countryside. Our beautiful grounds and romantic setting offer
many opportunities for those perfect wedding photographs.

Selected dates:
October, November & December 2020,
January & February 2021

TWILIGHT OFFER
£1675.00 (based on 100 guests)

* Complimentary evening only room hire charge
* Red carpet
* Evening finger buffet
* Disco until 1.00am
* Cake stand and knife
* Table linen
* Dedicate Events Manager on the day
* Complimentary bedroom for the Bridal Couple

*Additional evening guests can be added on at £15.00 per person
*A £325.00 Civil Ceremony room hire charge will apply if required

Call our Wedding Co-ordinator Rebecca Thomas
on 01902 700100 to book your showround

Great location, convenient to |3 M54 and only 20
minutes from the centre of Wolverhampton and Telford.

©XS tripadvisor: 1 L4

Look us up on
Trip Advisor

Pattingham, Nr Wolverhampton WV6 7HR

sales@patshull-park.co.uk www.patshull-park.co.uk
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01630 685 242 | hawkstonehall.co.uk

Hawkstone Hall & Garden encompasses 88 acres ot countryside,
rolling hills and ancient trees. The gardens to the rear otter idyllic

backdrops for any photograph with plenty of adventure too.

The period, Grade | listed, 18"-century mansion is a vision of

Georgian elegance. To the front, the most breathtaking views ot

the rolling Shropshire countryside and Welsh valleys. To the rear,
the most stunning manicured gardens teaturing a lily pond, rose

garden, apple orchard and stew pond with watertalls.

Original historic teatures are beautitully complemented by

modern, contemporary touches; ceilings gilded with gold, plush

fabrics throughout, original artworks adorning the walls; all with an

Art Deco twist.

.co.uk
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01889 271 082 | weston-hall.co.uk

Weston Hall is a magnificent Grade [I* listed bui
20 acres of breathtaking scenery in the Staffords

ding surrounded by

nire countryside —

four large pitched roofs and positioning on a hill make Weston Hall

a standout and impressive building

The hall retains many of its Elizabethan teatures including open

stone fireplaces and oak beams in many of the rooms. Whether

it's tfor private, corporate or a wedding event the charming original

teatures combined with custom-designed, elegant décor result in a

phy.co.uk =
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For VOWS, couples can choose from Jrhe The Chapel beauhful
bold and grand it hosts 200.

The Ballroom with original

hosts 150 as does the The Sa

teatures and sparkling chandeliers
oon. The Tapestry, with feature period

marble arch and stunning views hosts 100, last but by no means
least The Gardens can potentially hold up to 750 in a marquee.

Post-vows, retreat to T

ne Refectory, comp

dancetloor, personalisec
tor 250 loved ones.

up-lighting and a

ete with glittering
orivate bar it’s suitable

Standout features of this property, which is hard to narrow down,

include the Bridal Preparation wing which is complimentary to
the bride and her bridal party the night before her wedding. With

individual make-up stations, personal butler, 15 large sash windows

and beds enough for everyone. Couples will also benefit from a

menu tasting and exclusive use of the venue.

truly magical event setting.

Ceremonies take place in The Shrewsbury, with mullioned

windows and an original stone tireplace, this bright and elegant
room offers a beautiful setting for 100 guests. There’s also the

option of outdoor ceremonies, with Weston Hall’s beautiful facade

as a backdrop.

Receptions take place in the Westminster, the largest open

space at Weston Hall, this room encompasses two beautitul stone

fireplaces and oak beams throughout and hosts 110 loved ones.

When tying the knot here couples can enjoy a complimentary

menu tasting.
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01386 765 611 | thewoodnorton.com

The Wood Norton boasts an unrivalled position on the edge of the
Cotswolds, overlooking the breathtaking Bredon Hills. With formal
grounds stretching out front and to the rear, The Wood Norton is
renowned tor its beautitul gardens, inspired by the Renaissance
period and home to the most beautiful flowers that bloom into
pastel shades of pinks, purples and ivory.

A stunning Grade Il listed Victorian manor-house originally
crafted for French royalty in the late 19" century, it's had a complete
returbishment in 2012, the boutique hotel now combines authentic
oak-panelled walls, original oak parquet tlooring and warming
fireplaces, complete with modern and luxurious furnishings, creating
the perfect setting for weddings.

The exterior of The Wood Norton is as grand as its interior,
possessing all of its original 19™-century period teatures, with
beautitul bay windows and traditional brickwork. On arrival, guests
are wowed by its grand entrance, enticing fountain and other
periodic gems like the Juliet balcony, which provides a truly unigque
viewpoint overlooking the cascading Worcestershire countryside.

Wedding ceremonies take place in either The Orangery, Wood
Panelled Hall or outside in the Wedding Pavilion. The Wood

b
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i t

%

Panelled Hall caters tor intimate and bespoke celebrations and can
accommodate 60 guests.

The Orangery is set back from the hotel high up over the formal
gardens taking tull advantage of the outstanding countryside views
with a beautiful glass frontage. The Orangery can accommodate up
to 120 day guests, including a seated wedding breakfast.

The Wood Norton’s outdoor Wedding Pavilion is proving a
popular choice, providing couples with the opportunity to say
‘I do’ surrounded by the hotel’s glorious gardens and with the
most spectacular view, overlooking the cascading Worcestershire
countryside. Seating up to 120 guests on the front lawn, next to the
Wedding Pavilion.

The Wood Norton offers an evening reception package, which
takes place in the Orangery and can cater tor up to 180 guests; it
includes an evening buffet and resident DJ.

The venue prides itself on providing all couples with a bespoke
service and the following with all packages: a dedicated wedding
coordinator, complimentary menu tasting for two, room hire for The
Orangery, use ot the hotel grounds tor photographs, complimentary
deluxe hall room for the night of the wedding, and a complimentary
dinner in the Fleur de Lys Brasserie for the couple to celebrate their
first wedding anniversary.




TERN HRILL HALL

Hour &l)&dﬂ’féf:g... Hour &l)aé;

Tern Hill Hall, Tern Hill, Market Drayton TFg 3PU
T: 91630 638310 E: Info@ternhillhall.co.uk W: ternhillhall.co.uk

000

Contemporary, exclusive use venue

* Indoor and outdoor ceremony facilities

® Stylish and spacious marquee

® Luxurious bridal suite and guest rooms

®* Bespoke menus created by you and our chef
* Guest numbers for a sit down meal 20-160
Special late availability offers

Swan Lane, Upton Warren, Bromsgrove,

Worcestershire B61 9HE (3 miles J5/M5)
Tel: 01527 861200

fFYINPO&

MANOR HILL

www.manorhillhnouse.co.uk

@ufu @%-m@w@ q/(/@ddmg g)aﬂﬁag@ uw@u{e@

Red carpet arrival

Flute of prosecco reception drink
3 course wedding breakfast

1/2 bottle house wine per person
Flute of prosecco to toast

/ choice evening finger buffet
Use of cake stand and knife
White linen and napkins

Easel for table plan

Supplements may apply to some menu selections.

Exclusive use packages available - please enquire for further details.

ALL INCLUSIVE WEDDING PACKAGES AT
MERCURE WALTON HALL HOTEL & SPA

Professional Master of Ceremonies

Complimentary Suite for the bride and groom
Wedding breakfast and evening reception room hire
Wedding menu and wine tasting for two

Upgradeable packages available to include Champagne
Toast, hog roast evening buffet, chair covers & sashes
to match colour theme, candelabra table centre pieces,
upgraded wine, canapes, Resident DJ, fireworks, white
starlit dancefloor & midnight munchies.

For more information or to arrange a viewing call 01789 842424 or emaill
kirsty.westmacott@accor.com | danielle.kelly@accor.com

£89.00 package based on selected dates, please ask your Wedding Manager for details.

Walton Hall | Walton | Warwickshire CV35 9HG




FREE-RANGE WEBRDINGS IN THELSTEGKS

THE BARN AT DROVERS

iry Hoeuse Wedding
Your own Caterer, wine and music,

*:'.

' Formal seating for 130 guests, Eg@lum /e us

WWW-Whlthurne all*com | Gather your friends and family and celebrate your wedding

for a whole entire weekend in the countryside. Get back to
nature and sleep under the stars, at our family run, organic
farm, in Hay on Wye. Nestled at the foot hills of the Welsh
Black Mountains, on the border of Herefordshire & Powys.

Enjoy home grown wild feasts, cooked fresh on open fires.
Roam freely on our 40 acres of farm, fields and forest, yours

exclusively for your 3-day wedding weekend celebration
here with-us.

BOOK YOUR VIEWING NOW
@01497 SSM215 Izlgatherings@draversrest.ce.uk

WWW.THEBARNATDROVERS.CO.UK

THE BARN AT DROVERS | WATERY LANE | HAY-ON-WYE | HR3 6AG

WESTMEAD
HOTEL

JOIN US FOR YOUR DREAM WEDDING
with packages from £3200

WEDDINGS@WESTMEADHOTEL.CO.UK | 0121 445 1202
WWW.WESTMEADHQTEL.CO.UK

WESTMEAD HOTEL, REDDITCH ROAD,
HOPWOOD, BIRMINGHAM B48 7AL
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= ) | PHE CHARLECOTE PHEASANT HOTEL

This property is a charming hotel set in the pretty hamlet of
Charlecote, just 4 miles trom Stratford upon Avon; and is the
perfect picturesque wedding venue. Our beautitul Hampton Suite,
dates back to the 16th century and was originally the hayloft for
the tarm and is situated within the hotel grounds but is completely
self-contained. The suite includes a reception lounge, private
outdoor garden, main function room and large distinctive bar.

L @ ; oy Qur recent refurbishment in simple greys with classic furniture
- shows off some of the original beams and features: a truly
romantic and traditional setting for your perfect day. We are

licenced tor civil ceremonies both inside and outdoor in our new

wooden gazebo.

e —

The Charlecote Pheasant Hotel, Charlecote, Strattord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CV35 9EW
01789 279954 « events.charlecote@coastandcountryhotels.com « coastandcountryhotels.com/charlecoteweddings

YOUR SPECIAL DAY...
YOUR WAY

at Crowne Plaza Solihull

Set within picturesque grounds the Crowne Plaza Solihull
has everything you need for your perfect wedding day.

From small intimate gatherings to a large wedding
breakfast you can relax in the knowledge that everything
will be tailored to suit you and that nothing is too much
trouble for our dedicated team.

e Free car parking  Event space to suit every
 Wedding packages available wedding from an afternoon tea

o Lakeside setting for your photos on the Terrace to a wedding
e Complimentary bedroom for breakfast for up 120 guests
the happy couple* « Opposite Solihull Registry office

e Discounted rates for your guests g

* T&Cs apply

Enquire now 0121 6239988
Email conferences@cpsolihull.valoreurope.com

CROWNE PLAZA SOLIHULL |
61 Homer Road, ; ”
Solihull B913QD "

S : |
CROWNE PLAZA www.crowneplaza.com/solihulluk ‘
HOTELS & RESORTS f CPSolihull
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REAL WEDDINGS

hian and Craig’s story began all the way back to childhood,

Craig’s best triend at primary school was a close tamily triend
to Rhian! “This meant many birthday parties would have been
attended by us both in the early years of our childhood,” recalls
Rhian. “However, it wasn’t until later in lite whilst both working

together at Vodatone that we really started to notice each other.”

What began as gentle chit-chat and flirting on one particular

night out (Friday 13" of all dates!), romance blossomed and they
never looked back!
While on a Christmas trip to New York, which was due to come

to an end, Craig surprised Rhian with an extra night, a room
upgrade and dinner at a Michelin-starred seafood restaurant for

the proposall “The night of 16" December 2015 began with the
most perfect meal at Oceana, the best seafood |'ve ever tasted,
followed by a trip to the top of the Empire State Building (Craig
panicking at this point that my rock in his pocket would set oft
the security alarml),” recalls Rhian. The setting was too public
though and Craig wanted something more personal so they went
on a mammoth tour ot New York tinally taking in a stroll through

Central Park. “Opposite a small bridge, with just the two of us,
he got down on one knee and popped the question with the most
pertect Tittany diamond ring.”

Originally the couple looked at Friday 13" dates in 2017
to reflect their first date, but all plans were put on hold when

the couple welcomed their gorgeous daughter in December of
that year! The big date was then set, 12" October 2019, with
Sandhole Oak Barn providing the perfect backdrop. Here, we

find out more about their wedding day plans...

L 1R .
N N

Rhian and Craig knew from the minute they walked in to the

ceremony room at Sandhole Oak Barn that this was the venue for
them. “We only visited one venue and this was the most beautiful
and perfect venue for us!” adds Rhian. “We knew that we wanted
everything to be in one place and that we wanted our triends

and family to be able to stay together overnight to enjoy our first
breakfast as husband and wife together the following day!”

The couple loved the warm and welcome feeling of the barn,
which overlooks a stunning lake coupled with the oak beams

and low lighting they were also impressed with the recommended
caterers, “The caterers showed passion for not only the food,
presentation and taste but also the service that they provide,

a sense that they truly care about your day and that it isn’t just
another wedding booking. They felt like they would be part of
our day, these feelings came flooding back throughout every
intferaction, every meeting between booking and our day.”

During the planning the bride- and groom-to-be decided that
they wanted a personal touch, a sense of family and to bring the
time of year in with an autumnal theme. “The table décorations

were a mix ot autumnal flowers and toliage specitically including
31»



dahlias which represented my late-grandparents,” shares

Rhian. “Conkers, collected by our youngest son George,
filled the base of the glass candle holders to bring colour
and a seasonal feel, as did the natural log slices which

were used as the base Tor our centrepieces to create a
sense of bringing the outside-in.”
The bride’s vision for rustic, tull displays with burgundy

nues and toliage was pertectly channeled by Kirsty the

florist. “She just understood my vision,” says Rhian. “She
was genuinely excited to create our stunning pieces and
we had the most beautitul bouquets, buttonholes and
table creations, with a heart-shaped wreath hanging from
our outside beam. Moss was used as a base tor our LOVE
ights emphasising the outside-in theme.”

A true tamily aftair, the table plan was a retlection of the
couple’s journey together, while Craig’s dad made some
of the reception pieces, and the meal choice was their
childrens’ favourite meal, “Fin, George and Essie love
bangers and mash so this seemed like the perfect choice
for a cold autumal afternoon wedding breakfast.”

Since proposing Craig has described the engagement
ring as his Porsche on Rhian’s finger, so there was no

decision to be made, Rhian had to surprise Craig with a
Porsche for the wedding weekend! “Nervously | went to
collect the Porsche, driving it home 60mph with a very
excited George, questioning why everyone was overtaking
me when | was driving Porsche!” laughs Rhian. “| think this
was the highlight ot the wedding tor Craig and also Fin

who got to be the passenger returning it the tollowing day,
in fact probably the highlight for most of our male guests!”

“We were so proud of our oldest son, Fin who did a
reading during the ceremony, he looked so smart and

stood contidently and proudly in front of our guests for
his first fime in public speaking,” shares Rhian. “After
dessert had just finished, out came Zac our singing
waiter who was incredible! The look on everyones’ faces
when he made a dramatic tall in tront ot the top table

was priceless!”
There were tour key suppliers who made the couple’s

day very special, “Craig from New Road Photography,
from the minute we met with Craig we knew we had
to book him, his work was outstanding and his
personal drive and passion to be the best that he can be
shone through.

“Kirsty trom Lottie Lyla Sweetpeas & Peonies, | was
recommended by one of my bridesmaids, and when we

had our first meeting with Kirsty at our home, instantly |
felt like | had known her for years and that it was a friend
who was interested in everything to do with our wedding

who had an extreme passion tor tlowers and creativity who

delivered beyond my dreams for our flowers.
“Fiona from Top Table was so welcoming, warm

and friendly, we knew from that meeting that our day
would run pertectly and that our guests would love her

welcoming ways. Her and the whole team were just
wondertul, faultless and felt like our guests.

“Finally Alan Thomas, my tather-in-law! Whilst not an
official supplier, he deserves a special mention as all of
the wooden décor he made to complement the barn, from
my scrappy drawings he created these wondertul pieces!”
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REAL WEDDINGS

Venue, Sandhole Oak Barn, sandhole-oak-barn.co.uk | Photographer, New Road Photography,
newroadphotography.com | Bride’s dress, Bridal Lounge, the-bridal-lounge.co.uk | Hair, Longacre, Lisa Barlow, 07843 614393
Make-up, Maskara, Kim Vickers 07787 416 808 | Cake, TSP Cake, tspcake.com | Flowers, Lottie Lyla Sweetpeas & Peonies,
07917 457 112 | Entertainment, Stoke Disco Services, stokedisco.co.uk | Catering, Top Table, top-table.co.uk | Singing waiters,
Silver Service Singing Waiters, silverservicesingers.com
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kirstyswarren@icloud.com | 07917457112
B3 Sweetpeas & Peonies | (O) @sweetpeas_and_peonies

SHERBOURNEPARK

|deal venue for any event
weddings, corporate, meetings,
parties, dinner parties

Exit 15 on M40 less than 1 mile
Unlimited parking

Any size of event catered for
Bespoke service, exclusive use
House available to sleep 12.

01926 624215

www.sherbournepark.co.uk

Sherbourne Park, Warwick, CV35 S8AP

Unit 8, All Saints Ind Est
All Saints St, Hockley,
B’ham B18 7RJ

,ﬂ

www.naomiscateringltd.com
07739 159 143
naomiscateringltd@gmail.com

O @NaomisCateringlLtd
(@naomiscatering

My mission Is to previde amazing food presented with eutstanding customer service to create a |asting persenable

experience. We offer a range of diverse tailored packages from Continental to Caribbean or a fusion of many

to meet the needs of our customers & their guests. Our menus are bespoke to your individual palate including

vegetarian eptiens, ensuring we meet your requirements.
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hika and Davina met through Christian

connections which was important to them
both that they had the foundation of faith as
the initial start point. “We both had a love for
travel which got the conversation going,” recalls

Davina. “Our first encounter was a lunch date

in the canal region ot Birmingham, Brindley
Place. We both agreed that there wasn't

tireworks set alight that day, but we telt such at
ease with one another from the get go. We were
happy to share our testimonies and our journey

to date with one another without hesitation. We
both knew that we wanted to spend more time
together and that has never stopped.”

After romance blossomed, Chika had gone
to his now mother-in-law asking permission
to marry Davina so it was on the cards that
a marriage proposal would be imminent.

“However, the timing was still a surprise, it
looked like it would be in the summer of 2018
as a trip was planned to the U.S.,” remembers
Davina. “It was the final weekend of the
Whitsun break and | had just returned from a
weekend break with a friend. A lovely pub lunch
was planned in Great Wyrley where Chika was
living at the time. Back at the house, Chika

played a homemade video which was put
together to sweet music charting the relationship
to date. There was footage explaining how well
the relationship was going.

“| turned to catch Chika bending down on
one knee with a ring from my grandmother
— which he had mended unknown to me. It
was very personal, touching and done with
such simplicity within the day itselt creating
unexplainable beauty in the execution of it all.”

After such a heartfelt proposal, the big date
was set, the 20" July, 2019 with Pimhill Barn,
Shropshire setting the scene. Here, Davina tells
us more about their day....

Chika and Davina tound their happily ever atter
Images courtesy of Nicola Gough Photography




Pimhill Barn has such a wondertul, natural environment — it’s simply divine.
You can teel that lite can be embraced tully there because of the ability to be
so free in creativity, a wondertul blank canvas.
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We had rustic-themed tables and decorations,
and for table names we chose places we had
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Jmn season to

g with lots of Our big-day blooms were in claret, white and

igh blue hues.

All the groomsmen were
in identical dark navy

suits complemented by
claret ties.

We had to have
Caribbean food! An

absolute must for @

large Jamaican tamily!




Maid-ot-honour and chiet-bridesmaid wore dark blue tull-length dresses while
my four bridesmaids were in the same style but in claret. It was ideal to have

individual designs that suited their body shapes as we are all unique.

1 he final eveming outfit was a red African outfit, we wanted to

ensure that this culture featured too.
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| wore three outtits! It was important tor the registry
in the morning that Chika did not see the main
outfit. It was important to be married by a particular
person and the ceremony to be a reflection ot
treedom to be had with a blessing that was
personal. The service needed to retlect God and an
allowing of the Holy spirit to move as He so wished. |
Since, there is no crossover of taith with the legal -"'f

service, the registry had a Greek-style outtit. Reflections, which is a magic mirror booth, was the perfect entertainment for

guests as were the arcade games such as space invaders and toosball.
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“smiling,.not

necessarily because q
~ the camera but
because | was so
nappy = it'was total
relief too that the day

't was so touching and just such a privilege to have people supporting you.
One bridesmaid, | can never forget her painting rustic signs fhe night before
the wedding! Bt
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The speeches were very special especially from

the mother-of-the-bride with a mixture of joy and

sadness (husband passed away in 2013). One of
the bridesmaids made a special mini trinket with

the face of my dad to add to the bouquet so that

ne was still a part ot the day.

[ thaink most said watching Chika dance down the aisle to Sinach

on the way out was so joyous to walch.
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Top typ: “Plan some time in the day (even if 1t’s 15 manutes) for
qust the two of you away from the guests. It is definitely no le

that the day goes so quickly and you need time to breathe.”

CHIKA AND DAVINA'S LITTLE WHITE BOOK

Venue, Pimhill Barn, pimhillbarn.co.uk | Photograher, Nicola Gough Photography, weddingphotographyinshropshire.co.uk |
Bridalwear, The Dressing Rooms Bridal, thedressingroomsbridal.co.uk | Make-up artist, Beauty By Marra, beautybymarra.co.uk |
Suits, Blooms Menswear, bloomsmenswear.com | Marquee, Forecast Marquees, torecastmarquees.co.uk | Furniture and bar hire,

Tipples, tipplesbar.co.uk | Games hire, Little Gem FX, littlegemfx.co.uk | Catering, Naomi's Catering Ltd, naomiscateringltd.com
| Decor, Quality Products Hire, qualityproductshire.co.uk | Magic mirror, Reflections, retlections.fun | Cleaners, Nat & Amanda’s
Cleaning Services, tacebook.com/natalielouvise 1984 | Florist and cake, Flowers tor all Occasion, trace 22/70@gmail.com | DJ, DJ
Dave, davestu62@hotmail.com
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DIVA Wedding Frayres is the leading Wedding Frayre company in "I'he West Midlands
and brings High kind, LLuxury Wedding Shows to Luxury Venues.

All our shows are FREL to enter and you can bring as
many people with you as you wish!

FREE Entry to EVERY Show!
FREE Goody Bag for Bride or Groom

FREE Wedding Magazines
Only 'The Best Wedding Suppliers and so much more!

IFor our full list of shows or to become a DIVA Supplier - please see www.DivaWeddinglrayres.com
IFollow us on Socials for new show information and wedding inspiration!

*HEREFORD * WORCESTER * UTTOXETER * BIRMINGHAM * CREWE *
*STAFFORDSHIRE* LONDON * DROI'TWICH * SHROPSHIRE *

'1'he only dedicated Wedding Supplier Directory - in an App!
Find everything you need to plan yo<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>